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INSTRUMENTATION

Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

Cor Anglais

2 Clarinets in A/B-Flat
Bass Clarinet in B-Flat
2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F

2 Trumpets in B-Flat
2 Trombones

Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani
4 Percussion:

Mark Tree, Snare Drum, Tambourine, Tubular Bells (main)

3 Bass Drum, Tubular Bells (alt.)

Tam-Tam, Triangle, Crash Cymbals (alt.)

Glockenspiel, Suspended Cymbal, Crotales, Crash Cymbals (main)

b

Celesta
Harp

Violins 1
Violins 11
Violas
Violoncellos
Contrabasses

As a composer of contemporary classical music, I often find myself wondering just what the greater purpose of my music is, or may
come to be. It can be difficult to find oneself with a heart touched and imagination aroused with some sects of musical art today, as it can
often be too rigid, academic, or unpalatable to many an audience’s eat.

As a continuing admirer of greats like Debussy, Ravel, and Respighi, the music of composers such as Boulez, Carter, and Varese does
nothing for me emotionally, despite some of their works possessing fascinating structures and musical devices. Thus, The Mayestic Roc’s Crater
is my response to American classical music’s internal bubble. To reach, transform, and invigorate my listeners has always been my goal as a
musician, and thus I composed this work with the primary intention of inviting the audience into my vivid fantasy defined by rich, ever-
evolving harmonies.

Roe’s Crater is incidental music to a dream. In this world, a secluded mountain range hides an ancient meteor crater inside its valleys.
Painted with lush greenery, bright neon flowers, and rushing waterfalls, this sanctuary marks the territory of the Roc, a leviathan of the sky.
A bird the size of a lion with talons like eagles, he watches over the grand landscape with the eyes of a hawk.

But the crater is not easy to find, nor is it a simple walk in the park to discover. Hidden deep in the mountains, a long and arduous
hike across peaks and valleys is to be traversed. Along that path is a melting pot of beasts both friendly and mischievous. Fluttering songbirds
tweet their melodies, signaled by the flutes and piccolos. Gentle four-legged giants roam and bellow their groans personified by the low
strings and brass. Little goblins dance a flurry through the rocks in a fast-paced scherzando with sudden leaps and jumps of orchestral sound.

And when we do finally approach that majestic crater, its appearance is announced by a thunderous orchestral roar, flowering
immediately into a lush chorale inspired by the harmonic musings of the great Maurice Ravel. Moments in this grandiose apotheosis are
unapologetically suggestive of the vigorously florid orchestration of the Lever du Jour from the great orchestral masterwork Daphnis et Chloé,
as well as the tragic, impossibly beautiful second movement of the G Major Piano Concerto.

Atlast, the Roc appears, bursting forth from the trees just beyond the crater. He soars gracefully into the air, sighaled by the orchestra’s
crescendo into a glorious, golden climax. He calls out into the valley below, his cries cutting through the orchestra by the French horns and
trombones. Off he goes into the horizon, leaving behind only a few tweeting songbirds as the orchestra too disappears into near-nothingness.
Alas, the majesty must come to an end, and we are left thereafter in quiet contemplation as the piece closes.

Copytight OMMXXIII by Mathew Lanning and Frank Publishing, LLC.
All rights reserved. Printed in the USA.
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Piccolo
Flutes 1.2
Oboes 1.2

in Bb
Bassoon 1
Tuba
Timpani
Celesta
Violin 1
Violin I

TRANSPOSED SCORE

Cor Anglais
Clarinetin A 1
Bass Clarinet
Contrabassoon
Hornsin F 1.2
HornsinF 3.4
Trombones 1.2
Bass Trombone
Percussion 1
Percussion 2
Percussion 3
Percussion 4

Trumpet in Bb 1.2
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